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Fourth Quarterly Report 

(2021/2022) on the Implementation 

of the Equality Scheme 

1.0  Compliance Issues 

1.1  Equality Screening/Equality Impact Assessments (EQIA) 

        Screening  

From 1st January – 31st March 2022 the following policies have been 

screened:  

 Permanent Installation of Gates at Flying Horse Estate. 

 Extension to Leasehold Terms of Sold Flats Policy. 

 Housing Executive Complaints Policy. 

 Sale of Vacant Dwellings Policy. 

 Building Control Procedural Guidance. 

 Supporting People Provider Investment Fund and Covid 19 

Recovery Fund  

 Homelessness Strategy 2022 – 2027 revised screening report. 

 Business Continuity Strategy. 

 Review Framework for Challenges of Refusal Decisions to 

Successions and Assignments of Tenancy. 

Screening reports are available on request. 

EQIA  

There were no EQIAs completed during this quarter.       

1.2  Training 

Safeguarding Training 

There were 6 Safeguarding training courses held during 1st January – 

31st March 2022.  

Equality Awareness Training 

There were 6 Equality Awareness training courses held during 1st 

January – 31st March 2022.  
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1.3  Access to Information and Services 

        Communication Support (Translation & Interpreter Services) 

A total of 1063 telephone based interpreting sessions were held from 

1st January to 31st March 2022. The top 3 most requested languages 

are listed below:  

• Arabic 

• Polish 

• Portuguese 

Translation tasks totalled 58 and face to face interpreter sessions 

(including Sign Language) totalled 35. There were 6 requests for 

alternative formats and 33 calls were made using the Video Relay 

Service (VRS). 

 1.4    Monitoring  

Equality Monitoring waiting list and allocations data is available up to 

the 31st March 2022. 

 1.5   Consultation 

The Housing Executive’s full Consultative Forum on Equality was held 

on 31st March 2022.  

2.0  Key Equality/Good Relations Programme 

2.1  Traveller Project Team: 

 The following update provides a brief synopsis of the Housing 

Executive’s accommodation strategy for Irish Traveller families across 

Northern Ireland. 

Group Housing:  

 Radius Housing Association, Omagh (8 units) and Magherafelt 

(6 units). 

 Clanmil Housing Association, Glen Road, Belfast (6 units) and 

Father Cullen Park, Bessbrook (6 Units). 

 APEX Housing Association, Monagh Road Belfast (21 Units) 

and Labre Park, L’Derry (10 units).  

 NIHE Ballinamullan, Omagh (6 units) 

Serviced Sites  

The Housing Executive currently operate 4 serviced site/s situated at: 

 Acorn Grove, Craigavon 
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 An Tearmann, Coalisland 

 Daisyfield, L’Derry (currently closed on health and safety 

grounds) 

 Glen Road Heights, Belfast (currently closed) 

Services sites are managed accommodation with permanent bases to 

park caravans or erect timber framed buildings, where electricity, water 

and sewerage are provided and where other facilities such as 

communal or individual amenity units may be provided.  

 The scheme for refurbishment of the Glen Road Heights site in 
Belfast is currently on hold as the site remains closed. A review 
of the site by the Irish Travellers Policy Unit commenced 
November 21. The review seeks to identify future need and to 
establish if the current site is suitable to meet any identified 
need. The review will recommend future proposals for the site. A 
latent demand test was held on 24th March 2022 to determine 
potential demand for a new serviced site in Belfast.  Results are 
being analysed and findings will be included in the final draft 
report which will be presented to the May 2022 Irish Travellers 
Joint Divisional meeting. 
 

 The replacement of washroom facilities at An Tearmann, 
Coalisland has been completed by the consultant in preparation 
of the scheme works. NIHE advertised a tender for the works 
which closed on 31st March with no bidders.  The tender will be 
re-advertised later in 2022. 
 

 A full review of the An Tearmann serviced site at Coalisland is 
scheduled to commence in the first quarter of 2022/23 by the 
Irish Travellers Policy Unit. The review seeks to identify if the 
current site is suitable to meet need. The review will recommend 
future proposals for the site. The review is scheduled to 
complete on the 22/23 financial year.  

 

 A full review of the Acorn Grove site at Craigavon is scheduled 
to commence in the first quarter of 2022/23 by the Irish 
Travellers Policy Unit. The review seeks to identify if the current 
site is suitable to meet need. The review will recommend future 
proposals for the site. The review is scheduled to complete on 
the 22/23 financial year. 
 

 A full review of the Daisyfield site (currently closed) at 

Derry/Londonderry commenced March 22 by the Irish Travellers 

Policy Unit. The review seeks to identify future need and to 

establish if the current site is suitable to meet any identified 
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need. The review will recommend future proposals for the site. 

The review is scheduled to complete on the 22/23 financial year.  

 

Transit Sites/Emergency Halting Site 

 Transit sites are basic facilities where Irish Travellers may park 
their caravans on a temporary basis and where electricity, water 
and sewerage are provided. NIHE Transit Sites/Emergency 
Halting Site are as follows: 
 
o The Glen Coalisland 
o Ballyarnett Park, Derry/Londonderry 
o Legahory, Craigavon 
o Greenbrae Strabane (currently closed due to being sited on 

proposed A5 / floodplain and Japanese Knotweed)  
 

 The Irish Travellers Policy Unit submitted a Review paper of the 
Ballyarnett Park Transit site to the Irish Traveller joint divisional 
meeting in September 2021. The agreed preferred option was 
the redevelopment of site to deliver a 5 pitched serviced site. 
Irish Traveller Policy Unit/Asset Management are required to 
deliver an Economic Appraisal and scheme design respectively. 
It is anticipated a redevelopment scheme will commence 
2023/24. The Irish Traveller Policy Unit has set up a Working 
Group including support group representatives to work with Irish 
Travellers in the development of the site. The preferred option 
will meet current design standards and the requirements of the 
Derry & Strabane Local Council to issue a licence of site 
worthiness.  

 

 Following the completion of a Latent demand test on 24th 
November 21 the Review of Legahory was submitted to the 
NIHE Irish Traveller Joint Divisional meeting in January 2022. 
The meeting agreed the redevelopment of Legahory to a 6 
pitched serviced site as the preferred option. Irish Traveller 
Policy Unit/Asset Management are required to deliver an 
Economic Appraisal and scheme design respectively. It is 
anticipated a redevelopment scheme will commence 2023/24. 
The Irish Traveller Policy Unit has set up a Working Group 
including support group representatives to work with Irish 
Travellers in the development of the site. The preferred option 
will meet current design standards and the requirements of the 
Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Council to issue a licence of 
site worthiness.   

 

 The Housing Executive has twice met with the Planning Service 
from the Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Council regarding 
the future of the Legahory site in Craigavon. A Pre-Application 
Discussion was submitted June 21 to explore the potential for 



 

redevelopment of the transit/halting site at Legahory Close, 
Craigavon to a serviced site. A response was received in 
November 21 stating that in principle Planning Service accepted 
the proposal. 

 

 A full Review of the remaining NIHE transit sites is scheduled to 
commence in the first quarter of 2022/23. 

 

Irish Traveller Accommodation Strategy 2021-26 

The Housing Executive’s Irish Travellers Accommodation Strategy 
2021-2026 was approved by the Housing Executive Board in April 
2021 and was published on the Housing Executive website in July 
2021.  The Strategy has 4 objectives and 12 key actions which will 
guide the Housing Executive’s strategic direction on the provision of 
accommodation for Irish Travellers.   
 
Implementation has commenced on Year one of the Strategy as 
follows: 
 

1. The Housing Executive advertised for researchers to tender for 
a research project to establish a new methodology to assess 
Irish Traveller accommodation needs in January 22.  
Unfortunately, no bidders were received.  NIHE re-advertised in 
April 2022. We await the outcome. 

2. The Irish Travellers Policy Unit met with the Dublin Government 
Department of Housing in November 21 to initiate discussions 
on an all island research project on demand tor transit living. 
The Irish Department of Housing are working with the Affordable 
Housing Council to identify a representative from each of their 3 
regional councils to work with the Housing Executive to establish 
Terms of Reference for the research. 

3. In March 2022 the Housing Executive sent out letters to Irish 
Travellers/ support groups seeking expressions of interest to join 
its Irish Travellers Accommodation Forum.  A draft terms of 
reference for the Forum has been produced and sent to 
proposed members. 

4. Commence the review of NIHEs Irish Travellers sites as detailed 
above. 

5. A review of Floating Support provision to Irish Travellers has 
resulted in a draft report being produced April 2022. The finished 
report is due for publication Sept 22.   

6. A draft housing policy for allocations to service and group 
housing sites has been submitted to our Legal section for 
consideration in March 22. 
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2.2     Community Cohesion  

The next Community Cohesion Team update will be in the 1st Quarterly 

Report on the Implementation of the Equality Scheme 2022/23.  

2.3    Key Documents  

The following documents can be viewed and downloaded by accessing 

the links below: 

       NIHE Equality Scheme  

Housing Executive Equality Scheme  

NIHE Disability Action Plan 

Housing Executive Disability Action Plan 

Black Minority and Ethnic (BME) and Migrant Worker Report  

Black and Minority Ethnic and Migrant Worker Mapping Update  

           4th Comprehensive Irish Traveller Accommodation Survey 

Irish_Traveller_Accommodation_Survey_2018/19_Report 

Irish_Traveller_Accommodation_Survey_2018/19_Report_and_Tables 

 

If you require any further information on any of topics discussed in this report or if 

you require the report in an alternative format please contact: 

Tony Steed  

Equality Unit Manager  

5th Floor, Housing Centre 

2 Adelaide Street, Belfast, BT2 8BP 

Tel: 02895 982 556     

Next Generation Text (NGT): 18001 03448 920 900  

Email: tony.steed@nihe.gov.uk 

https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Documents/Equality-Our-Approach/The-Equality-Scheme-2001.aspx
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/Documents/Equality-Our-Approach/Disability-Action-Plan.aspx
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Documents/Equality-Our-Approach/Black-and-Minority-Ethnic-and-Migrant-Worker-Map.aspx
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Documents/Research/Travellers-Accommodation-Survey-2018-19/Irish-Traveller-Accommodation-Survey-2018-19-(pdf-.aspx
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Working-With-Us/Research/Housing-need-research
mailto:tony.steed@nihe.gov.uk

