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Response to:  
FOI_22-23_165 

December 2022 

 

Refurbishment works in the Sunnylands Estate, 
Carrickfergus 
 

1. The value of the lowest acceptable tender received for the provision of 
these services following your tender process 

 
The Housing Executive’s view on the lowest acceptable tender received in the 
provision in this contract is commercially sensitive. We have concluded that the 
exemption in Section 43(2) of the FOI Act 2000 applies to that information, 
because disclosure under the Act would like to prejudice the commercial 
interests of the Housing Executive and relevant contractors. 
 
43 Commercial interests 
(1) Information is exempt information if it constitute trade secret. 
(2) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or 
would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the 
public authority holding it). 
 
Factors in favour of disclosure 
There is a reputable presumption in favour of disclosure. General public interest 
in transparency and accountability, and in understanding the reason why certain 
decisions were made and how public is spent. 
 
Factors in maintaining exemption 
There is a strong public interest in public bodies being able to contract services 
effectively, so anything which prevents that (such as companies being fearful that 
commercially sensitive information such as pricing of services will be disclosed to 
their competitors) will not be in the public interest. 

 
 
2. The basis of calculation of the professional fee for these services, and 

specifically whether this fee is in any way proportional to or related to the 
value of construction works to be managed under this service contract 

 
Based on previous costings. Works estimate was unknown at procurement stage, 
calculating the estimated construction costs was part of the Professional Service 
providers brief 
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3. The qualifications of the Building Surveyor(s) who carried out the 
survey(s), both external and internal, of the building; reference Selection 
Questionnaire SQ for Project Ref. 22.91.1003, Section B-06, ‘Licences, 
Accreditation and Certification’ 

 
The winning tenderer had to comply with the Selection Criteria of the 
procurement – specifically section B-06 of the SQ1. Please refer to the extract 
below: 
 
[B-06] LICENCES, ACCREDITATIONS AND CERTIFICATION 
Where the Economic Operator is required to provide the relevant professional 
discipline/service under a contract awarded under this Framework, the Economic 
Operator will be required to confirm the discipline/services will be provided by 
personnel with the following relevant / professional qualifications specified 
below: 
 
1 Building Surveyor must be RICS (Building Surveying) qualified or equivalent 
2 Quantity Surveyor must be RICS qualified or equivalent 
3 Clerk of Works / 

Inspectorate 
Must be a member of the Institute of Clerk of Works and 
Construction Inspectorate 

4 Structural 
Engineer 

IStructE (Institute of Structural Engineers) qualified or 
equivalent 

 
4. A copy of the Structural Engineer’s report referenced within paragraph 2 of 

Section 3.04 of Appendix B, ‘Scheme Brief’ within the tender 
documentation for this services contract 

 
There is not a structural engineer’s report. There was an Outline Proposals 
Document [Condition Survey Report and Proposals] generated for the original 
Sunnylands External Cyclical Maintenance (ECM) Outline Proposal meeting. See 
attached relevant sections of OPM report for the questions below. 

 
5. Copies of all work reports, survey reports and maintenance records that 

relate to the item within paragraph 1 of Section 3.04 of Appendix B, 
‘Scheme Brief’ within the tender documentation for this services contract 
evidencing that the ‘pre-cast concrete window surrounds … are causing 
water ingress’ 

 
The original Sunnylands ECM Outline Proposal meeting booklet refers to the 
removal of the concrete surrounds, this was proposed by the consultant Moore 
McDonald, see extract. 
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6. Copies of all work reports, survey reports and maintenance records that 
relate to the item within paragraph 1 of Section 3.04 of Appendix B, 
‘Scheme Brief’ within the tender documentation for this services contract 
evidencing that cavity wall insulation is “sodden” 

 
The original Sunnylands ECM Outline Proposal meeting booklet records the 
District office’s experience in relation to Cavity Wall Insulation (CWI), see extract. 

 
7. Copies of all work reports, survey reports and maintenance records that 

relate to the item within paragraph 1 of Section 3.04 of Appendix B, 
‘Scheme Brief’ within the tender documentation for this services contract 
evidencing that brickwork is porous; 

 
The original Sunnylands ECM Outline Proposal meeting booklet records the 
condition of the external brickwork, see extract. Brickwork is known to be porous 
material in general. 

 
8. Copies of all work reports and maintenance records that relate to the item 

within paragraph 1 of Section 3.04 of Appendix B, ‘Scheme Brief’ within the 
tender documentation for this services contract evidencing how it is 
expected that repointing of brickwork could solve any issues relating to the 
brickwork itself being porous 

 
The original Sunnylands ECM Outline Proposal meeting booklet which records 
the condition of the external brickwork, see extract. There is no statement that 
repointing of the brickwork would stop the brick from being porous. It merely 
states that the porous brickwork will be repointed. 

 
9. A copy of the policy referenced within Section 5.01 of Appendix B, ‘Scheme 

Brief’ within the tender documentation for this services contract. 
 
We believe the text in 5.01 is referring to ‘consultation’ which is part the 
consultant’s duties, as set out in the Scheme Delivery Process, see extract 
below. 
 
3.14 Following Area Clearing House approval the Consultant will ensure the District Manager is 
furnished with a complete set of project data (ie, dwelling walksheets, work schedules, design options 
and material samples) to facilitate stakeholder consultation in accordance with the Housing Executive’s 
Customer Charter, Sale of Flats policies and HRAN/B&PM/04/09. Stakeholder consultation will be 
carried out by the District Manager’s representative and the Consultant. 
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