Housingxccutive

Response to:
FOI_020

May 2023

Sale of Vacant Orlit Dwellings

“a copy of this official information published please and not an abbreviated version
from you.”

Further to your email of clarification received on 9th May 2023, in which you confirmed that
the official information you are seeking is a copy of the information that allowed the sale of
the named property to the adjoining owner, please find enclosed a copy of the Housing

Executive Board Paper which set out the rules and conditions governing the sale of vacant

orlit construction properties when this property was offered for sale.

Redactions have been applied to the paper as it contains the names of Housing Executive
officers The Housing Executive considers this to be exempt from disclosure as the
exemption at Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act (Personal Information) is
engaged. In addition, disclosure of this personal information would be a breach of the Data
Protection Act 2018, Schedule 2, Part 3, Paragraph 16 — Protection of the Rights of Others.
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PAPER NO. 325/9(3)

PERSONNEL & MANAGEMENT SERVICES/
HOUSING AWND FLANNING DIVISIOH

FOR BOARD MEETING ON 3RD CCTCBER 1990

SALE OF SEMI-DETRCHED ORLIT DWELLINGS

1.0

1.1

In March 1988 the Board considered the policy relating to the sale
of semi-detached Oriit dwellings which are not required for
redevelopment by the Executiva.

1.2___Tha Board initiaily adopted a policy to demolish tha properties as

1.3

2.1

2.2

they became vacant and sell the sites on the open market.

In July 1988 following a Board visit to the South Region the Board
reconsidered the position, and adopted the current palicy which
1s;

Tha Executive in the first instance will offer the property to the
adjoining owner at a price to ba determined by the District
Valuaer.

Where properties are sold on this basis the adjoining owner is
required not to use the dwelling for habitation and to undertake
redevelopment of the property in specified period (5 years).

Present Position .

Where an owner of.*one half of a semi-detached Orlit wishes to buy
the adjacent Orlit dwelling the effect of the current policy is to
require them to demolish the adjacent dwelling and rebuild it to a
condition better than that of the dwelling in which they reside.
This is clearly unattractive to purchasers.

If the EPxecutive undertzkes the demolition we hsve to bear the
costa, plus the costs of building a new external wall to the
remmining dwelling. Mapy of the sitss are located so as to ba of
little market interast other than to the occupiar of ths other
half of the semi. Inr the light of this experience wa believae a
more pragmatic approach to this problem is justified.
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J.0  Provosals for Semi-Detached Orlit Properties

3.1 Where housing demand in an area has been met, and redevelopment by
the Executive is not required:

(A) The Exaecutive in the first instance should offer the proparty
to the adjoining owner at a price assessed by tha Digtrict
Valuer,

(B} Where properties are sold on this basis the adjoining owner
will be advised of the fact that the dwelling im of Orlit
type constructlon and suffers from progressive structural
deterioration.

(C) B condition of sale should be that the purchaser will either;

(1) Redevelop by building a new honsa or extension, or
{ii) Use it as an extension to their existing dwelling,
or

(1ii) Use it (subject to cbtaini~g nacessary statutory
approval(s) only for non residential purposes @.9g.
Private garaqge.

(D) Where the adjoining owner does not wish to purchase on these terms

the property should be demolished, the gable made good and the
site placed on the apen market for sala.

4.0 Recommendation

That the Board approve the revised policy quidelines for the sale
of Semi-Detached Orlits outlined in paragraph 3.1 abovae.
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